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Dhobis

The Dhobis are largely dependent on their traditional call-
ing.1 While in 1911, 60-1 per cent of the Dhobis in the U.P.
followed their traditional occupation as a principal or subsidi-
ary source of livelihood, in 1931 their proportion had increased
to 63-9 per cent.2 In Bihar, 47-9 per cent Dhobis were returned
as washermen at the time of the 1931 Census and the corres-
ponding figure for Bengal was 48-7 per cent.

Village Dhobis

Large concentrations of Dhobis are found only in towns.
In the contryside they are found sparsely scattered. Seldom
do we find more than three Dhobi families in a village and at
times there is only a single family catering to a clientele distri-
buted in a few villages. About two-thirds of village Dhobis
possess land as occupancy or statutory tenants. The reason
why such a large proportion of Dhobis have been allowed by
Zamindars to acquire tenancy rights is that this caste is specially
treated as village servants. Castes like the Chamars were too
numerous to be permitted to enjoy any special privileges.
Moreover, the holdings of Dhobis are also bigger than those of
other depressed castes. In the majority of cases, the Dhobis
combine cultivation with th.e pursuit of their caste occupation.

The village Dhobi washes clothes with reh but does not
starch or iron any. Even at present, when most of the transac-
tions of the villagers are in cash, the Dhobi is paid in kind.
Usually he gets about 30 seers of grain per plough per year.
These customary dues vary somewhat from locality to locality.
Those Dhobis who possess land are better off than the ordinary
depressed class tenants and the condition of others who have
to depend exclusively on their tranditional calling is similar to
that of Khatiks.

Dhobis in Towns

Most of the Dhobis in towns depend almost exclusively on
their caste occupation while a few are employed in laundries or
railway workshops. A town Dhobi has to face competition from

1  U. P., Census Report, 1931, Part I, pp. 434-35,

2  ibid., p. 409.